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The deadline for putting the 366 6 opération 
at the EfLsenhuttenkombinat-Ost, Firstenberg/tder, was originally 
set for 15 September 1951. Necause of various difficulties in 
completing the construction wf the furnace, which would have a 
éaily production capacity of 500 tons, the formal éedication was 
postponed four days and took place on 19 September.* The furnace 
had actually not yet bean completed, and a fire was built at this 
time merely for propaganda purposes. In order to impress laymen 
attending the dedication, a great ainount of smoke was produced 
by igniting varlous inflammeble materlaln, such as ofl-soaked rags. 
The fire had to be extinguished on the same evening in order to 
allow workmen to proceed wish the construction. The principal 
parts still to be constructed were the piping connections to the 
mouth of the furnace. 


ster, a fev loves after the Surnace vas put into operation, the | 


“two blower installations, followed by the reserve biower, broke — 
down, one after the other. in two of the blowers, the 2,000 kil- 
owatt high voltage motors, produced by Sachsenwerk (SAG Kabel), 

were damaged. These motors had been designed and built according 


to! uscion models, espectall constructyd to save copper. Their 
breakdown wa. believed to bu the result of overloading. The mount- 
ing £ produced by. Jager ue Company, ‘Ieirsic + (SAG AMO) § of the third 
blower was also damaged. — . oe 


Operation of the furnace was tl.an continued by using a small emer- 
gency blower. As = reoultof thiu procedure the temperature, 
produced in the smelting zone was teo low, and the furnace began — 
gradually to clog up. Top party ef the furnace became dangerously 
hot (500 deprees centigrade), and the possibility of gas explosions 
was feared. In order to prevent this, it was necessary to let the 
furnace cool off, and the 150 tan content, a mixture of raw iron, 
slag, and coke, solidified. This was the situation in the last 
week cf October 1951. Exercising the greatest precaution, workers 


“WARNING Nomet new undertake to blast out this solid mass with dynamite. 
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This will certainly rosult {fn hoovy Fanane to the outer vells and 
nicht reavls in feformine the entire Armacce The vepair o” the 
furnace nay reduire several months. 


The Pirn Sledehort, Laing ics (6 AC Transrageh)s, was €d nroftice the 
incline sonvoyor for charcine the fvrnaet,. Sinaa Plofehert is tow 
working at full capacity | on Pug pian reparations: Orecars the: delivery 
fate for this uncline was ~adtnoned ta the gaC o™ LOST. a: Sonpore ry 
srnll conveyor, with a carackty of only twa tons, was weer tye bharce 
the furnaces. “trrorch overlaafins, She conveyss antic brove, ant 

the aanveror ear FOll bo the ereuné. in this accicent, the three 

ol peniar soarfrolrs arppar the fornanee collapsed ane sevoral vorleicn 
werm EE Lad. 


Contrary bo off $01al plans, no fuerian tron aro hat as vet axyrivec 
at Movetenbars/Olers The furnace has tboen oharcet with Linenibe 
iron ore Cragenbisonst nehn) from the Bar@eleben nwea. Gre fron this 
nite I elao te be user fn the Calbo/Eas La opdject. 


"he first furnace at the Tisenhlittenkombinat Wes 16, Calbe/Saale, a 
yrofeat for the smelt ing of tron ore tn onenshearth furnaces with 
Lienito from CentBal Cermany, was rocently also put into oncvations 
Taba now, thin new type proteses has resultec tn the nroduction of 
an unusable slacelike tron with a two ver cont sulphur and two ner 
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